LIGHT AND COLOR

an astronomer's perspective
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Astronomy Is all about light!
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e Astronomy is the study of
objects in space

e Stars, galaxies, quasars
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Astronomy at the u+
University of Florida

 Department is made up of 16 UF Astronomy
professors (6 are women), 34
graduate students (11 are
women), and many other
researchers

* |I'min my third year of my
program on the way to getting




What is a graduate student?

e (Graduate school is "'more school
after college’

e
« As a graduate student, I: Falls = nne
at a
e take advanced classes on ponference
in Sweden

astronomy

* work on my own research,
collaborating with scientists all

Credit: Thomas Williamson



A day in my life

e No dress code!

e | can either work from home or
from my office, which | share
with 3 other awesome women

* | have a few hours of
meetings each day (either

The view out my office window!




My hobbles

* |I'm really into stationery! | have a
huge sticker collection, and a pen
collection too

e | LOVE cats, but I'm allergic :-

* | love movies!! Right now I'm writing
a short film




How did | get here”

e | was born in the 90s (old)

e | grew up in lllinois in a suburb of
Chicago called Park Ridge (cold)

e | don't have siblings; family is me,
my mom, and my dad




Alyssa in high school
2012 — 2016

« Kept both creative and scientific _, ) Below Atpsa Buictek s
Interests

e Did theatre in high school

e Liked acting, ended up doing
costuming for 4 years



Alyssa In college
2016 — 2020

* Went to Macalester College in St. ey,
Paul, Minnesota (colder)

* Degree: double major in Physics
(Astronomy emphasis), Applied
Math/Statistics

Motivation

(need-

Got lots of financial aid
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Rocketry!

e Team formed in 2017

* Macalester had no
engineering program, so none
of US were experts






Alyssa after grad school”

e | want to be a teacher!

e |'d like to work at either a high
school or a college teaching
physics and astronomy

| still want to keep working
on research to help
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